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Turner Hall 

The 1898 St. Croix fire left many poor families destitute and as many as 50 ramshackle buildings 

burned. Earlier in the day a joint meeting of Jewish congregations was held at Turner Hall. The 

purpose was to pray for peace and a victory in the war against Spain.  Several Jewish businessmen had 

left their stores to participate. As a result, many did not have the time to get back to their homes or 

stores and save valuable merchandise or goods. 

1898-5-9 Pray For Our Arms. Hebrew Americans Beseech That Victory May Attend. Orthodox Jewish 

Congregations of the City Join in a Union Meeting at Turner Hall-Addressed by Dr. Frey and Mayor 

Truelsen. Dr.  Frey spoke of the outrages by the Spanish people in the past. “In this country the 

downtrodden people of all nations find a refuge and protection…The Spanish war was not for the 

purpose of enlarging the territory of the United States, or its revenues, but was a war for humanity.” 

Present were W. M. Abrahamson, I. Abrahamson, Mayor Truelsen, Rabbi Sigmund Frey, I. L. Cook, Judge 

McGindley, E. Orecofsky, Rev. Mr. Abromnovsky, I. Shapiro, S. Kassmir. Speakers were Mayor Truelsen, 

Judge McGindley, I. L. Cook, Rabbi Dr. Frey, E. Orecofsky, I. Abrahamson..  

Mayor Truelsen 

 

Mayor Henry Truelsen 

Portrait of Henry Truelsen, Mayor 1896-1900, Duluth, Minnesota 
       Born October 1844 in Schleswig, Germany.  Died in Los Angeles, California Dec. 4, 1931. 

 

 

Rabbi Sigmund Frey  
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The year 1899 brought more changes to Rabbi Sigmund Frey (1852-1930) when he submits his 

resignation with Temple Emanuel after three years (1896-1899). His next rabbinic position is at 

Leavenworth, Kansas. He becomes a Master Mason in Leavenworth. Eventually his work takes him to 

Los Angeles, California.  

In 1909 he became a superintendent of a Jewish Orphans Home in Southern California; 535 Mission 

Road for fifteen years.  He and his third wife Hermine Garf Frey and family live with a staff at the 

orphanage.  

Faced with another fire, Rabbi Frey heroically rounds up with his staff and safely evacuates over 50 

orphans in Los Angeles. Fortunately there was no loss of life. The fire began with a short circuit in the 

attic and quickly spread destroying the building.  What is also loss is his valuable library of books that 

included a first Greek Bible, ancient manuscripts, parchments, (valued at $15,000); and office books and 

papers. 

Rabbi Sigmund Frey is considered the first professional social worker in Los Angeles, California. His 

daughter Ruth Frey Axe follows him in his footsteps and also becomes a social worker. His son Dr. Aaron 

Berthold (Bert) Frey becomes a surgeon in Los Angeles, California. Ruth and Bert are children from his 

third marriage (1897 Minneapolis, MN) to Hermine Garf Frey. 

 He had two older children with his second wife Emma Abrams Frey, but unfortunately she died of heart 

failure in 1895 a short time after the birth of their daughter Bertha. Their older son Harold Frederick 

Frey worked for a publishing house and later becomes a consulting psychologist in Pasadena, California. 

Harold’s wife, Jean Frey is also a social worker.  

Rabbi Frey was the author of Homer and the Bible, Comparison of the World’s Literature and Rabbinic 

Lore, Caveant Consules.  

 

 

The Daily Mirror 1910 historical Los Angeles posting.
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 The  Daily Mirror 1930 historical Los Angeles posting. 
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Passport photo of Rabbi Sigmund Frey and his second wife Hermine Garf Frey  

1923-5-19 Los Angeles, California 
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Rabbi Sigmund Frey and his wife Hermine Graf Frey Daughter Ruth Elizabeth Frey Axe and son 

Dr. Aaron Berthold Frey. 1921 Huntington Park, California 
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W. M. Abrahamson 

 

 

http://www.garon.us/images2/news/1885-10-18%20W.%20M.%20Abrahamson%20and%20Mark.pdf 

1885 W. M. Abrahamson assistant to Postmaster Day, of St. Paul, is in Duluth on his annual 

vacation, and will be the guest of his uncle, A. Mark, Isq, of the Louisiana State Lottery 

company. 

http://www.garon.us/images2/news/1896-6-1%20Abrahamson%20chrisening%20(bris).pdf 

Photo of W. M. Abrahamson. Becomes the manager of the Empress Theater in Duluth. 

Empress Hippodrome.  

http://www.garon.us/images2/Duluth/Abrahamson,%20W.%20M.%20news%201914-10-2.jpg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaac Abrahamson father of W. M. Abrahamson. 

http://www.garon.us/images2/news/1885-10-18%20W.%20M.%20Abrahamson%20and%20Mark.pdf
http://www.garon.us/images2/news/1896-6-1%20Abrahamson%20chrisening%20(bris).pdf
http://www.garon.us/images2/Duluth/Abrahamson,%20W.%20M.%20news%201914-10-2.jpg
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Isaac Louis Cook 

 

Isaac Louis Cook 
1844–1901 

BIRTH 1 JANUARY 1844 • Russia 

DEATH 13 FEBRUARY 1901 • Duluth, St Louis, Minnesota, USA 
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      1915-7-23 Mrs. Ida Cook Wife of Isaac Louis Cook 
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Isaac L Cook 
 in the 1900 United States Federal Census 

View  
 View blank form 
 Add alternate information 
 Report issue 

Name: Isaac L Cook 

Age: 56 

Birth Date: Dec 1843 

Birthplace: Russia 

Home in 1900: Duluth Ward 3, Saint 

Louis , Minnesota 

Ward of City: 3d 

Street: West 3d Street 

House Number: 20 

Sheet Number: 10 

Number of Dwelling 

in Order of Visitation: 
113 

Family Number: 156 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Immigration Year: 1886 

Relation to Head of 

House: 
Head 

Marital status: Married 

Spouse's name: Ida D Cook 

https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=7602
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/7602/4120308_00716?pid=55061275&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?_phsrc%3DJpt2549%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource%26usePUBJs%3Dtrue%26indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D7602%26gsln%3DCook%26msypn__ftp%3Dduluth,%2520st%2520louis,%2520minnesota,%2520usa%26msypn%3D47454%26new%3D1%26rank%3D1%26uidh%3Dne1%26redir%3Dfalse%26gss%3Dangs-d%26pcat%3D35%26fh%3D38%26h%3D55061275%26recoff%3D%26fsk%3DMDsxOTsyMA-61--61-%26bsk%3D%26pgoff%3D%26ml_rpos%3D39&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=Jpt2549&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
javascript:censuspdf('https://www.ancestrycdn.com/search-ui/pdf/1900-04e0d024.pdf')
https://www.ancestry.com/feedback/reportissue?rp=RD&backurl=http%3a%2f%2fsearch.ancestry.com%2fcgi-bin%2fsse.dll%3f_phsrc%3dJpt2549%26_phstart%3dsuccessSource%26usePUBJs%3dtrue%26indiv%3d1%26dbid%3d7602%26gsln%3dCook%26msypn__ftp%3dduluth%2c+st+louis%2c+minnesota%2c+usa%26msypn%3d47454%26new%3d1%26rank%3d1%26uidh%3dne1%26redir%3dfalse%26gss%3dangs-d%26pcat%3d35%26fh%3d38%26h%3d55061275%26recoff%3d%26fsk%3dMDsxOTsyMA-61--61-%26bsk%3d%26pgoff%3d%26ml_rpos%3d39
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/7602/4120308_00716?pid=55061275&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?_phsrc%3DJpt2549%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource%26usePUBJs%3Dtrue%26indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D7602%26gsln%3DCook%26msypn__ftp%3Dduluth, st louis, minnesota, usa%26msypn%3D47454%26new%3D1%26rank%3D1%26uidh%3Dne1%26redir%3Dfalse%26gss%3Dangs-d%26pcat%3D35%26fh%3D38%26h%3D55061275%26recoff%3D%26fsk%3DMDsxOTsyMA-61--61-%26bsk%3D%26pgoff%3D%26ml_rpos%3D39&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=Jpt2549&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
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Marriage Year: 1865 

Father's Birthplace: Russia 

Mother's Birthplace: Russia 

Years in US: 14 

Naturalization: No 

Occupation: Gen'l Merchant (Furniture 

dealer) No. 12 First Ave. West 

Months Not 

Employed: 
0 

Can Read: Yes 

Can Write: Yes 

Can Speak English: Yes 

House Owned or 

Rented: 
R 

Farm or House: H 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Members: 
Name Age 

Isaac L Cook  56 

Ida D Cook  55 

Barnard J Cook  34 

Meyer J H Cook  
28 

Julius Cook 14 

Henrietty Cook  20 

Etta P Cook 17 

Simon P Cook 114 

Sigmund Jasephs  23 

Wm M Rusenberg 28 

Harry Bartel  25 
 

 

 

 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55061275
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55061276
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55061277
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55061278
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55061279
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55061280
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55061281
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55061282
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55061283
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55061284
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=55061285
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 Judge A. N. McGindley 1904-4-3 
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1911-3-22 
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E. Orecofsky ? Maybe Orecofsky?  

 

Reverend Abromnovsky ? 

 

I ? Shapiro ? 

 

S. ? Kassmir maybe Sam Casmir ? 

Sam Casmir 
 in the 1900 United States Federal Census 

View  
 View blank form 
 View/Add alternate info 
 Report issue 

Name: Sam Casmir 

[Sam Kassmir ]  

[Sam Casmer]  

Age: 34 

Birth Date: Jan 1866 

Birthplace: Russia 

Home in 1900: Duluth Ward 4, Saint 

Louis , Minnesota 

Ward of City: 4 

Street: East 3d St 

https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=7602
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/7602/4120309_00045?pid=27131459&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?_phsrc%3DJpt3041%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource%26usePUBJs%3Dtrue%26indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D7602%26gsln%3DKassmir%26msypn__ftp%3Dduluth,%2520st%2520louis,%2520minnesota,%2520usa%26msypn%3D47454%26new%3D1%26rank%3D1%26uidh%3Dne1%26redir%3Dfalse%26gss%3Dangs-d%26pcat%3D35%26fh%3D11%26h%3D27131459%26recoff%3D%26ml_rpos%3D12&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=Jpt3041&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
javascript:censuspdf('https://www.ancestrycdn.com/search-ui/pdf/1900-04e0d024.pdf')
https://www.ancestry.com/feedback/reportissue?rp=RD&backurl=http%3a%2f%2fsearch.ancestry.com%2fcgi-bin%2fsse.dll%3f_phsrc%3dJpt3041%26_phstart%3dsuccessSource%26usePUBJs%3dtrue%26indiv%3d1%26dbid%3d7602%26gsln%3dKassmir%26msypn__ftp%3dduluth%2c+st+louis%2c+minnesota%2c+usa%26msypn%3d47454%26new%3d1%26rank%3d1%26uidh%3dne1%26redir%3dfalse%26gss%3dangs-d%26pcat%3d35%26fh%3d11%26h%3d27131459%26recoff%3d%26ml_rpos%3d12
javascript:OremMetaData.DoOrem(27131459)
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/7602/4120309_00045?pid=27131459&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?_phsrc%3DJpt3041%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource%26usePUBJs%3Dtrue%26indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D7602%26gsln%3DKassmir%26msypn__ftp%3Dduluth, st louis, minnesota, usa%26msypn%3D47454%26new%3D1%26rank%3D1%26uidh%3Dne1%26redir%3Dfalse%26gss%3Dangs-d%26pcat%3D35%26fh%3D11%26h%3D27131459%26recoff%3D%26ml_rpos%3D12&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=Jpt3041&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
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House Number: 226 

Sheet Number: 9 

Number of Dwelling 

in Order of Visitation: 
105 

Family Number: 145 

Race: White 

Gender: 
Male 

Immigration Year: 1893 

Relation to Head of 

House: 
Brother 

Marital status: Married 

Marriage Year: 1888 Mary Kassmir  

Father's Birthplace: Russia 

Mother's Birthplace: Russia 

Years in US: 7 

Occupation: Salesman Furniture 

Months Not 

Employed: 
0 

Can Read: Yes 

Can Write: Yes 

Can Speak English: Yes 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Members: 
Name Age 

Louis Casmir  50 

Lena Casmir  49 

Eva Casmir 18 

Selma Casmir  12 

Sam Casmir 34 

Mary Casmir  31 

Lena Casmir  10 

Sarah Casmir  8 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27131455
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27131456
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27131457
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27131458
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27131459
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27131460
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27131461
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27131462
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Ida Casmir  4 

Essie Casmir 1 
 

 

 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27131463
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1900usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27131464

